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Arizona Mission Center

Special Spring Conference

May 2, 2009

10:30a.m. Mesa Congregation

Arizona Mission Center

Conference - May 2nd, 2009

Prelude








Berta Knapp
Call to Order








Dave Nii

Election of Secretary

Hymn of Praise
"Here I Am, Lord"




#12 Sing a New Song

Lighting of Peace Candle (Colossians 3.12-17 Adapted)
        Chris Fox, Laurie Frank, Ann Gould

Approval of Minutes from October 25, 2008 Conference

Sustaining of Mission Center President Associates - Chris Fox, Laurie Frank, Ann Gould

Sustaining of Mission Center Financial Officer - Diana Hansen

Motion to Amend "Mission Center Financial Officer Motion" of October 25, 2008.

Be it resolved: That we ask the Presiding Bishop to appoint a qualified volunteer MCFO to serve the Arizona Mission Center and that the volunteer MCFO be reimbursed on an annual basis, for all expenses incurred for required travel to World Church Headquarters by an initial amount not to exceed $3,500.  Should the amount be greater, the Mission Center Council is authorized to approve the additional amount with due consideration to the approved Mission Center budget.

Consideration of High Priest Calls - Carrie Welch, Diana Hansen

Status of 2009 Budget

Motion to provide funding support for Associate Mission Center President travel 

Whereas, for 2009, the Arizona Mission Center asked three bi-vocational ministers to provide mission support as Mission Center President Associates(MCPA), and

Whereas, these roles may involve significant travel and associated expenses, and

Whereas, the mission center does not expect these ministry-related expenses to be the sole responsibility of these volunteers; therefore, be it
Resolved: all excess funds, after expenses are paid, from mission center 2009 activities and events be made available for reimbursement of travel expenses for these MCPAs at an appropriate per mile rate or the actual cost of gasoline, and be it further,

Resolved: should the incurred expenses be greater than the available funds, the Mission Center Council is authorized to approve additional funds from the Operating Reserve, not to exceed $2,000, for these expenses in 2009.

Generosity-Based 2010 Budget Process

Announcements


Whispering Pines


2009 Calendar

*Closing Hymn            “Now in This Moment”

 
            #58 - Hymn of the Saints

*Closing Prayer







Eldred Spain
*Response
         

Mission Center Conference 10/25/08

Minutes

Mission Center Conference was called to order and was held at the Mesa Congregation. The welcome was given by Stephen Hatch.

Robin Linkhart represented Dale Luffman and brought greetings from World Church. She mentioned some updates in the field assignment:  David Nii as the apostolic assistant, the new church plant- New Vision, and upcoming Winter Reunion with Becky Savage from the First Presidency as the guest minister.

The reading and approval of the minutes followed. Scott Soby asked to have included in the minutes the original proposal re: the new church plant. The original proposal read as follows; "That the Arizona Mission Center immediately transfer $5000 from The Affiliate Investment Pool to the Operating Fund for the operations of the church plant located in the East Valley, and authorize the transfer of $5000 for 2009 and 2010 if needed.”  The new plant had also applied to the World Church for a grant of $5000 and to the Western Field for $1000 as well. The new plant anticipated on being self supporting in 3 years. It was also noted that Don Welch’s title be Mission Center Support Minister, not Coordinator.  Minutes were approved as amended.

Don Welch read the Missionary Ministries Commission Report, Youth Commission Report and the Adult Ministries Report.  (See attached)   Stephen then presented Don with a token honoring 10 years of church service. Robin shared on World Church Ministries, in particular, Missionary Coordinators/ Missionary Elders with emphasis on Planting, the marginalized and the ethnic diversity. 

Robin took over the chair for the election and sustaining of officers/committees. She announced that Stephen was no longer going to be the Mission Center President of Arizona as he was starting a new position effective January 1, 2009 as the assistant to the Apostle, Susan Skoor.  The position of the Mission Center President would be posted thru World Church. David Nii would be in charge in the interim and head up the transition. Another mission center conference would be held to sustain the new president and financial officer.

Stephen took the chair and asked for a motion to sustain the Mission Center Council. This council includes all pastors, bookkeeper, CPI pastors, and Mission Center staff. Bob Shute moved and Lee Swick seconded.  A motion to sustain the Mission Center officers: Recorder, Bookkeeper, Congregational Support Minister, Cochise Emerging Congregation, was asked for. Finley McDermid so moved and was seconded by Chad Jendry.  The office of Secretary was tabled for now. The Finance Committee was next. Members up for election are: Ken Stickel, Ron Sheridan, and Larry Richardson. They were elected unanimously. 

Tom Bradish presented the Whispering Pines Financials. Don Welch moved we free the restricted funds on the well. Genie Perigo seconded and it carried. This frees $740.60. Scott Soby presented the Activities report. Several groups: Indian Guides, Indian Youth of America, Type II Juvenile Diabetes, Camp Opportunity, HS Bands, Religious Groups, and Scouts are among those using the campgrounds. Scott also stated the stone wall has been built. The Board met for a retreat with Long Range planning, training, and “where will we be” as topics.

The election of Whispering Pines Board Members was conducted. Two seats were open and three names were put in nomination. Eldora Engebretson, Jake Hansen, and Dick Hansen were on the slate.  The elected members are Eldora and Dick. 

The Mission Center Financial report was the next order of business. The line item for $35,000 listed as a donation on the Whispering Pines Statement of Assets and Liabilities and on the Mission Center Balance sheet will come off both sets of books.

The motion to approve the budget was brought by Everett Boyd and seconded by Jennifer Moore.

 *
Judy Bradish brought up the question on the priority between camperships, Spec/IYF, summer programs. Susie Godfrey moved to amend the budget by increasing the youth budget by $6000. Judy Padegimas seconded. Jennifer Moore moved an amendment to the amendment to make the amount $1700. This would come from the reserves and therefore not have to ask the congregations for more money. Barb Bear seconded. This would now make the withdrawal from the reserves $13,700 for the budget. The amendment to the amendment passed.

 *
Charlene Waller moved to have $3000 for Graceland Matching Fund from the reserves. Barb Bear seconded. This motion passed and the total withdrawal from the reserves is now $16,700. The new line item amount for Youth Ministries is $9,000 from $4300. This makes a total of $46,300 for the budget with $29,600 from congregational pledges and $16,700 from reserves. 

 *
Jennifer Moore moved to have any extra monies returned to the congregations. This was ruled out of order as there are no assessments any longer.

 *
Budget as amended was passed.

 *
Jennifer Moore moved to have a proportional rebate based on the giving of each congregation if there are monies not spent and not specifically spoken for. Pam Dotson seconded. The motion failed. 

The Auditors report was read. Findley McDermid moved to accept and Charlene Waller seconded. 

Dan Edwards brought forth other legislation. He moved the “Mission Center Financial Officer Motion". This was seconded by Tom Bradish.

Whereas: The current Arizona Mission Center President has indicated to the Arizona Mission Center Council that he spends approximately 30% of his time serving as Arizona Mission Center Financial Officer;
Whereas: In Mission Centers throughout the USA financial bookkeeping duties and preparing Mission Center financial reports are done by people other than the Mission Center President, on either a full time or volunteer basis;
And whereas: Appointing a volunteer MCFO would relieve the current Mission Center President from his current duties related to bookkeeping and preparing financial reports and would thus free up a significant portion of his time;
And whereas: This freeing up of a significant portion of his time could allow the Mission Center President to devote a significant portion of his time for additional ministries, such as ministry to youth (the Mission Center Council’s top priority), congregational support, etc. which is now devoted to financial activities.
Be it resolved: That we ask the Presiding Bishop to appoint a qualified volunteer MCFO to serve the Arizona Mission Center and that the volunteer MCFO be reimbursed on an annual basis, for all expenses incurred for required travel to World Church Headquarters by an initial amount not to exceed $3,500.  Should the amount be greater, the Mission Center Council is authorized to approve the additional amount with due consideration to the approved Mission Center budget.

The funds for reimbursement would come from any unspent funds in the budget. If none, then they would come from the reserves. Carrie Welch called for the motion and it passed.

Dan then moved the “Youth Minister Motion”. Jennifer Moore seconded.

Whereas: The Arizona Mission Center Council has designated “Youth Ministries” as the Mission Center’s top priority;
Whereas: Keeping our youth, as our “natural bridge” into the future, should be our primary missionary, evangelistic endeavor.
Be it resolved: That when World Church changes personnel in the Arizona Mission Center, that the Arizona Mission Center actively explore the possibility of finding an Arizona Mission Center member or other qualified individual to serve as a World Church Contractual Mission Center youth leader;
Be it further resolved: That it be communicated to the World Church Field Apostle that the Arizona Mission Center desires that this position be funded by the World Church with money which now provides half the financial funds for the Mission Center Congregational Support Minister.
This motion was for future consideration, not now. That if and when Don Welch leaves, the Mission Center would consider this. Motion passed.

Stephen made some announcements regarding upcoming events and the conference was adjourned. 

Submitted by Cindy Hatch, Secretary
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Arizona Mission Center

2009 Calendar
February 15-20

Winter Reunion (Eldred Spain)



Phoenix Central

March 7

Priesthood Retreat (Don Welch)



Thunderbird West

March 20-22

Men’s Retreat (Don Welch and Nathan Austin)

Whispering Pines

March 28

Book of Mormon Class - Dale Luffman


Phoenix Central

March 29

Mission Center Council Meeting (Dave Nii)

Phoenix Central

April 18-19

Youth Retreat (Don Welch)



Phoenix Central

May 2


Mission Center Conference (Dave Nii)


Mesa

May 15-17

Campground Work Weekend



Whispering Pines

June 13-17

Junior Camp (Kim Wolf-Mercer)



Whispering Pines

June 13-19

Sr High Camp (Bruce Moore)



Whispering Pines

June 29 - July 3

Vacation Bible School for ages 3-12 (Barb Bear)

Phoenix Central

July 10-15

Reunion (Mike McNabb)


`

Whispering Pines

July 15-17

Family Camp (Tony Bonhotal)



Whispering Pines

July 21-24

International Youth Forum (Scott Sheridan)

Independence, MO

July 25-31

Jr High Camp (Don Welch)



Whispering Pines

July 25- August 1
Spectacular (Scott Sheridan)



Graceland University

August 15

Mission Center Council Meeting (Dave Nii)

Phoenix Central

August 21-23

Spiritual Growth Retreat
 (Tony Bonhotal)

Whispering Pines

September 18-20
Women's Retreat (Andy Cole)



Whispering Pines

October 24-25

Youth Retreat (Don Welch)



Phoenix Central

November 14

Mission Center Conference (Dave Nii)


Thunderbird West

Dec. 31 - Jan 2

Youth Retreat (Don Welch)



Whispering Pines
